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Letter from the President 
 
Volunteering is something my parents 
encouraged me to do as a child both 
through their words and actions and, as a 
result, I have always been involved in 
various volunteer activities. When you are 
blessed with a good life, it is a way to give 
back. As professionals we are obligated to 
some degree of volunteer activity in order 
to ensure the future of our profession.  
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In the next month the nominating committee, consisting of myself 
(Pellerin@ak.net) and our recent Past Presidents Tom Dobecki 
(Tom.Dobecki@shawgrp.com) and Greg Baker (gbaker@tennessee.edu), will be 
searching for volunteers - candidates to serve on the upcoming Near-Surface 
Geophysics (NSG) Section executive committee consisting of the President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Editor, President-Elect and Past-President. 
These offices are held for approximately one year and the term of office shall be 
from the first day after the conclusion of the Annual Meeting to the last day of 
the next Annual Meeting. The candidates must be Active Members of the NSG 
Section. The President-Elect and President fill the offices of President and Past-
President, respectively. 
 
The President presides at section and executive meetings, calls special meetings 
as necessary, establishes standing and ad hoc committees, calls a joint meeting of 
the outgoing and incoming Executive Committees prior to the end of the Annual 
Meeting in order to promote continuity of administration, communicates 
regularly with the Executive Committee of the SEG concerning issues of mutual 
interest, and represents the Section before public, government, and other 
regulatory bodies.  
 
The Past-President presides at meetings of the Nominating and the Advisory 
Committee, represents the NSGS in the absence of the President, and invites 
nominations for the Frischknecht and Mooney awards.  
 
The President-Elect assumes the duties of the President in their absence, and 
becomes President for the remainder of the term in event of death or resignation. 
The President-Elect is responsible for the Technical Program of the Section at the 
annual meeting, and determines the date and time for Regular Meetings and for 
Special Meetings as directed by the Executive Committee.  
 
The Vice President is the entertainment and publicity chairman making necessary 
logistical arrangements for meetings, which includes reserving a place for 
meetings, making arrangements for our annual dinner meeting and organizing 
audiovisual equipment as needed.  
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NSG SECTION EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 
 
President 
Louise Pellerin, Ph.D. 
Green Engineering, Inc.  
8471 Foxlair Circle  
Anchorage, AK 99507 USA  
Tel: 907-349-4841 
Fax: 907-349-4831  
2215 Curtis Street,  
Berkeley, CA, 94702 USA  
Tel: 510-704-1566 
Email: pellerin@ak.net 
 
President-Elect 
Partha Routh, Ph.D. 
Department of Geosciences 
Boise State University 
Boise, ID 83725 USA 
Email: prouth@boisestate.edu 
Tel: 208-426-2757  
Fax: 208-426-4061 
 
Past-President 
Tom Dobecki, P.G. 
Chief Geophysicist 
Shaw Environmental & Infrastructure, Inc. 
725 US Hwy 301 South 
Tampa, FL 33619 USA 
Tel: 813-612-3652 
Fax: 813-626-1663 
Email: tom.dobecki@shawgrp.com 
 
Vice President 
Laurence Bentley, Ph.D. 
Department of Geology and Geophysics 
University of Calgary 
Calgary, Alberta T2N 1N4 Canada 
Tel: 403-220-4512 
Fax: 403-284-0074 
Email: lbentley@ucalgary.ca 
 
Treasurer 
Michael Knoll, Ph.D. 
Department of Geosciences 
Boise State University 
Boise, ID 83725 USA 
Tel: 208-426-4003 
Fax: 208-426-3888 
Email:  mknoll@cgiss.boisestate.edu 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Deborah Underwood, M.S. 
Senior Geophysicist 
Geometrics, Inc. 
2190 Fortune Drive 
San Jose, CA 95131 USA 
Tel: 408-428-4245 
Fax: 408-954-0902 
Email: deb@geometrics.com 
 
Secretary 
James Irving, Ph.D. Candidate 
Department of Earth Sciences 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 94305 USA 
Tel: 650-724-9939 
Fax: 650-725-7344 
Email: jdirving@pangea.stanford.edu 
 

The Treasurer receives, disburses and keeps accurate account of NSG Section 
funds, reports on the condition of the treasury at the annual meeting and at other 
times on request by the President, and makes the records of the Treasurer available 
to an Audit Committee to be appointed by the President.  
 
The Editor oversees all publication activity including the quarterly newsletter and 
soon-to-be active website.  
 
The Secretary keeps the minutes of meetings of the Section and Executive 
Committee and transmits a copy of the minutes of the Section meetings to the SEG 
Headquarters, maintains an up-to-date list of the membership in conjunction with 
the Treasurer and SEG headquarters, and e-mail notices to members. 
 
Whether you are a senior scientist with experience to share, a young scientist eager 
to learn and make contacts, or somewhere in between, I urge you to volunteer.  
 

Step up and serve the NSG Section! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Louise Pellerin, President 
Near-Surface Geophysics Section 
 
 
 

NSG Section Semi-Annual Meeting Report 
 

By Louise Pellerin, President 
 
A short meeting of the NSG Section was held prior to the SAGEEP meeting on 
April 2, 2006 in Bellevue, Washington. Approximately 12 members attended; I 
convened the meeting and was the only officer able to attend.  
 
The following announcements were made: 

1) The NSG Section annual business meeting and social will be held at 
Mulate’s on Tuesday, October 3, 2006 in New Orleans during the SEG 
Annual Meeting (see full announcement on page 9). 

2) The SEG Summer Workshop in Hydrogeophysics will be held in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, from July 31 to August 2, 2006.  

3) The NSG Section annual dues have increased from $10 to $15 per year 
through vote of the executive committee. 

4) Deborah Underwood, Newsletter Editor, and a website designer are 
making progress on the new NSG Section website.  

5) Any members interested in running for the 2007 executive committee 
should contact any of the NSG Section officers. 

 
A general discussion ensued about the status of the near-surface geophysics 
community.  Presently there are approximately 450 members of the NSG Section, 
approximately 750 members of EEGS (the Environmental and Engineering 
Geophysics Society), and the AGU is forming a near-surface geophysics section.  
Some questions were posed.  How many individuals are active in near-surface 
geophysics?  (The NSG Section and EEGS are looking into this.)  Every year, we 
meet at the SEG Annual Meeting, SAGEEP, and the Spring AGU Joint Assembly.  
In addition, there are specialized geophysical workshops and related and 
international conferences.  Are there too many meetings?  We did not come to any 
conclusions, but these are potentially important issues to maintain quality and 
future enhancement of NSG research. 
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THE NSG SECTION 
 
The objectives of the Near-Surface 
Geophysics Section of the Society 
of Exploration Geophysicists are as 
follows: 
• to promote the rigorous practice 

of the science of shallow-earth 
geophysics including engineering, 
environmental, groundwater, 
mining, geothermal and 
archeological applications,  

• to represent that science to public, 
governmental and other 
regulatory bodies,  

• to encourage fellowship and 
cooperation among those persons 
interested in related geophysical 
methods and problems,  

• to support the mutual economic, 
professional and educational 
interests of such persons, and  

• to foster the development of 
programs and activities that relate 
to those interests.  

 
To join or renew your membership 
with the NSG Section, go to 
http://seg.org/and click on “My 
SEG” or complete the application 
included in the newsletter. 

Robert F. Corwin (1939 – 2006) 
 
Robert (Bob) F. Corwin passed away Saturday, June 24, 2006.  He courageously 
battled Multiple Myeloma (bone marrow cancer) for the past 3 years.  In lieu of 
flowers, Bob’s family would prefer a donation in his memory to: 
 

The International Myeloma Foundation 
12650 Riverside Drive, Suite 206 
North Hollywood, California  91607 
 

Or to:  
 

The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
Northern California Division 
1390 Market Street, Suite 1200 
San Francisco, California  94102 

 
 
 

Summary of NSG Abstract Submittals for  
the SEG 2006 Annual Meeting  

 
This year a total of 39 abstracts were submitted for the near-surface geophysics 
(NSG) category.  Upon review, three abstracts were unanimously voted to be rejected 
for lacking technical content.  Two abstracts did not fit into the NSG category and 
were transferred to suitable sessions.  The final count was 34 abstracts composing 
three oral sessions and two poster sessions (listed on page 7).   Compared to last 
year’s total of 54 abstracts, this is a decrease of 37% or 20 abstracts, but it is on par 
with the typical number submitted.   
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NEAR-SURFACE VIEWS 
 
Near-Surface Views is published 
quarterly by the Near-Surface 
Geophysics Section to convey 
information of common interest to 
people working in near-surface 
geophysics. 

To be effective, Near-Surface 
Views requires the contribution of 
information from a variety of 
sources.  If you have an item to 
communicate to other members of 
the near-surface geophysics 
community, especially a feature 
article or photo, please send it to the 
Editor.  All contributions are 
welcome.  The Editor reserves the 
right to reject items that are felt to 
be too highly commercial or 
technically inappropriate. 

ALL SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE 
SENT DIRECTLY TO THE 
EDITOR.   

SEG 2006 Annual Meeting, final NSG oral sessions:  
 

NSE 1: Hydrogeophysics and Environmental Applications  (Monday afternoon),  
8 papers.  Session chairs: Roger Young (ryoung@ou.edu) and Hansreudi Maurer 
(maurer@aug.ig.erdw.ethz.ch) 
 
NSE 2: Engineering, Hazard, and Shear Wave Applications  (Tuesday morning), 
8 papers.  Session chairs: Rick Miller (rmiller@kgs.ku.edu) and Aldo Vesnaver 
(aldo.vesnaver@aramco.com) 
 
NSE 3: Advances in Processing and Inversion: GPR and Seismic (Tuesday 
afternoon), 8 papers.  Session chairs: John Bradford (johnb@cgiss.boisestate.edu) 
and Jan van der Kruk (jvdkruk@aug.ig.erdw.ethz.ch)  

 
SEG 2006 Annual Meeting, final NSG final poster sessions: 
 

NSEP1: Integrated Approach for Improved Characterization  (Wednesday 
afternoon), 6 papers.  Session chairs: Partha Routh (routh@cgiss.boisestate.edu) 
and Wendy Wempe (wwempe@slb.com)  
 
NSEP2: Near-Surface Seismic: VSP and Shear Waves (Wednesday afternoon), 4 
papers.  Session chairs: Georgios Tsofilas (tsoflias@ku.edu) and Gopal 
Palacharla (gopal.palacharla@exxonmobil.com)  

 
In the First Quarter 2006 issue of Near-Surface Views, the NSG Section executive 
committee proposed eight possible session topics.  There was a reasonable fit of the 
abstracts submitted with some of the proposed sessions, in particular those for session 
numbers NSE 1 and NSE 3.  Overall, it looks to be a well-rounded program.   
 
Thank you to Parth Routh, NSG Section President-Elect, for organizing the technical 
program, and to all those who reviewed abstracts and will be chairing sessions!    
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First Announcement: NSG Section  
Business Meeting and Reception at  

the SEG 2006 Annual Meeting 
 
Please mark your calendars and plan to join the NSG Section for its annual 
business meeting and dinner reception.  Thank you to Larry Bentley, Vice 
President, for organizing the event. 
 

When:  Tuesday, October 3, 2006  
Start, 6:00 pm 
Business Meeting, 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
Dinner Reception, 7:30 – 9:00 pm 

 
Where: Mulate's, The Original Cajun Restaurant 

201 Julia Street, New Orleans, across the street from the 
convention center  
 

Cost:  No cost to active NSG Section members 

ADVERTISING 
If you are an equipment, software, or 
system developer/manufacturer and 
want to see your ads in Near-Surface 
Views, please contact the Editor at 
deb@geometrics.com.  With over 450 
members from academia, industry, 
and government, you don't want to 
miss an opportunity to advertise your 
company’s latest developments. 
 
Advertisements rates are listed below; 
advertisements run for a minimum of 
one year and until expressly stopped 
by the advertiser unless arranged 
otherwise. For complete advertising 
information contact the Editor. 
Current advertisers should notify the 
editor of any changes by the next 
issue’s submission deadline.   
 
The submission deadline for the next 
issue is August  31st. 
 
Advertising Rates/Issue 
 ¼ Page 
 $50 (3.25” x 4.25”) 

 ½ Page 
 $100 (3.75” x 6.5”) 
 or (3.25” x 9.0”) 

 Full Page 
 $200 (7.0” x 9.0”) 

 Business Card 
 Four (4) Insertions 
 $150 (2.0” x 3.75”) 
 

THE NSG SECTION & EEGS 
 
The Near-Surface Geophysics  Section 
and the Environmental and 
Engineering Geophysics Society 
(EEGS) are actively pursuing common 
areas of interest and cooperation.   
 
If anyone has comments or ideas on 
areas of cooperation, please contact 
Louise Pellerin, NSG Section 
President. 
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Selection 
A committee consisting of the past-president, president, 
and president-elect of the NSG Section will review the 
applications and recommend awards to the NSG Section 
executive committee. The selection committee will 
notify the award recipients one month after the deadline 
for applications.  
 
Payment 
Recipients of the travel grants must submit a request for 
payment to the Treasurer of the NSG Section, Mike 
Knoll (mknoll@cgiss.boisestate.edu).  The request for 
payments must be documented by receipts.  Eligible 
expenses include registration, travel, lodging and up to 
$30 USD per day for meals.  The Treasurer will 
reimburse the recipient within 30 days of receipt of the 
invoice. 
 

Student Travel Grants for  
the SEG 2006 Annual Meeting 

 
Purpose 
The NSG Section travel grants are to support 
students, seeking a career in near-surface 
geophysics, to attend the SEG Annual Meeting. 
Each year up to three travel grants may be 
awarded. The maximum amount of an individual 
travel grant will not exceed $500 (USD). 
 
Eligibility 
Graduate students, with research projects in near-
surface geophysics, are eligible for a travel grant. 
Preference will be given to students presenting 
oral or poster papers at the Annual Meeting. The 
recipients will be expected to attend the NSG 
annual meeting during the SEG convention. The 
applicant must be a student member of SEG NSG 
Section.  
 
Applications 
Applications should be submitted by August 15, 
2006.  The applications are to be submitted to the 
Secretary, John Irving 
(jdirving@pangea.stanford.edu) of the NSG 
Section or by hard copy to: 
  

Annual Meeting Travel Grants  
SEG Foundation  
P.O. Box 702740  
Tulsa, Oklahoma  74170-2740 USA  
Fax: 918-497-5560  

 
The information to be provided in the application 
must as a minimum contain: 

1. Name, address, telephone number and e-
mail, including permanent school and 
summer addresses 

2. Affiliation (college or university, 
department, academic advisor) 

3. One page résumé, listing course work in 
geophysics and containing synopsis of 
planned career 

4. Research topic (may be the expanded 
abstract of the SEG presentation) 

5. Letter of reference from academic 
advisor 
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Second Call for Sponsors: $500 Student Travel Grants for  
the 2006 SEG Annual Meeting 

 
By Tom Dobecki, Past-President 

 
As planning begins for the forthcoming SEG annual meeting in New Orleans this fall, many of us in the near-surface 
geophysics community are trying to decide if we are going to attend or for how long.  There are many of our members, 
however, who do not have the luxury of making such decisions – indeed they would do anything in order to simply 
attend; to drink in the knowledge that abounds at these meetings.  I am speaking about the many student members of the 
NSG Section.   
 
While membership in our section is free to students, funds available to offer travel scholarships have dwindled to the 
point where we have to make a choice between continuing the gratis membership and the limited number of travel 
scholarships.  
 
To those corporate members of the near-surface geophysics community, remember that your source of future employees 
and the training and experience they will bring to your organization is in large part determined by the breadth of 
experiences they gain during their academic years.  It is not too early to make the investment in their and your own future.  
 
The NSG Section Executive Committee is soliciting funding from private and corporate sources to become an official, 
named scholarship source for student travel to the annual meeting.  For $500 you can sponsor one student travel 
scholarship and, in doing so, enhance the future of our industry and your own business.  
 
Geometrics, Inc. has already pledged $500, please join them. For more information and to pledge your support, please 
contact Louise Pellerin or Tom Dobecki. 
 
 

 



Page 12 of 14 



Page 13 of 14 

NSG Section Membership Honors 
 
The following members of the NSG Section are being recognized and honored for membership status of 50 years with a 
Gold certificate, 25 years with a Silver certificate, and 10 years with a Bronze certificate.  
 
Our appreciation and heartiest congratulations are sent to these recipients for their continued commitment and contribution 
to the SEG. 
 

Gold certificate (1956-2005) 
Vincent J Murphy 

 
Silver certificate (1981-2005) 

Theodore H. Asch 
Michael A. Barth 
Sergio Chavez-Perez 
Bill R. Jones 
Harry R. Lee 
David C. Nobes 
Todd A. Petersen 
Steven M. Shope 

 
Bronze certificate (1996-2005) 

Mario Belleggia 
Ouni A. Fares 
Klaus Holliger 
Andreas Junge 

 
 

Feature Photo: Amphitheatre at Termessos, Turkey (circa 334 BCE) 
 

  

 
Photo courtesy of D. Underwood (copyright 2006).  



Page 14 of 14 

Near-Surface Geophysics Section of the SEG  
Membership Application 

 
The Near-Surface Geophysics (NSG) Section of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists is a professional organization chartered by 
the SEG to promote the rigorous practice of the science of shallow-earth geophysics. You may read about the origin and goals of the 
section at http://edge-online.org/pdf/tle1209r0922.pdf.  

Class of Membership 
 _____ Active Membership1  $15.00  Includes quarterly newsletter 
 _____ Affiliate Membership2  $15.00  Includes quarterly newsletter 
 _____ Student Membership3  Free  Includes quarterly newsletter 
 
Please clearly print or type all entries.  
Applicant name: __________________________________ Title: _________________________________________ 
Company/affiliation: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Preferred mailing address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________ State: ________________ Country: ______________ Postal Code: _______ 
Telephone4: (          ) _______________________________ Fax: (          ) ___________________________________ 
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Primary application/field of study  Expertise (check all that apply) 
 ___  Engineering Geophysics   ___  Borehole geophysics 
 ___  Environmental Geophysics   ___  Electrical 
 ___  Groundwater Geophysics   ___  Electromagnetics 
 ___  Mining Geophysics    ___  Gravity 
 ___  Petroleum     ___  Radar 
 ___  Research     ___  Radiometry 
 ___  Academic/Training    ___  Magnetics 
 ___  Government Admin./Regulations  ___  Seismic 
 ___  Other _______________________  ___  Other _______________________ 
 
I am currently a member of the SEG:  _____YES or _____NO. SEG membership is NOT required to join the NSG Section. Note 
student SEG membership is free through the Corporate Sponsorship Program. Go to www.seg.org, Membership Services, to learn 
more. If you are not a member of SEG, list the names of two NSG Section or SEG sponsors or attach a current resume. 
Sponsors: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please print and complete this form and send with your payment and applicable attachments to the below address.  
NSG Section, c/o the Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) Business Office, P.O. Box 702740, Tulsa, OK 74170 USA 
1 Geophysicists & SEG member or sponsored by two NSG Section or SEG members.  See NSG Section Bylaws III.1.a. for details.  
2 Interest in NSG Section & SEG member or sponsored by two NSG Section or SEG members.  See Bylaws III.1.b. for details. 
3 Registered student. Attach a dated statement signed by a professor in your academic department indicating you are a registered student at the time of application. 
4 Please include country and city telephone codes, if applicable. 

Payment 
Check 
I have enclosed my check for $_______ made payable to the “Near-Surface Geophysics Section” 
 
Credit Card   
_____Visa _____MasterCard _____Amex _____Discover Amount  $_____________  
Credit Card Number: _______________________________     Exp. Date: _____/_______ 
              Month       Year 
_________________________________________________ 
Signature (only if paying by credit card) 


